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NORSEMAN GOLD DISCOVERY — 120TH ANNIVERSARY 
Statement by Member for Eyre 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre) [12.57 pm]: Norseman is celebrating 120 years since gold was discovered near the 
town, with days of celebrations beginning in August and culminating with the Gold Fever Festival being held 
this weekend. In 1894, a goldminer named Laurie Sinclair was travelling back from working in the 
Coolgardie goldfields. Legend has it that during the night his horse, Hardy Norseman, uncovered a large gold 
nugget with its hoof. Sinclair promptly registered the reef and named it Norseman. Its goldfields proved to be 
richer and the population gradually grew. In the 1890s a post office and bank were opened, a doctor arrived, 
there was the establishment of a tent hospital, and newspapers sprung into production. In the early 1900s 
a brewery and five general stores were built. Norseman had indeed become a thriving mining town, with 
a population of more than 3 000 by 1905. Norseman Gold Mine—Australia’s longest running—went into care 
and maintenance in July this year after 120 years of operation, but thankfully it has reopened under the mine 
management of Bob Walker. During that time, the mine is said to have produced more than six million ounces, 
or 100 tonnes, of gold. 

The 120th anniversary celebrations began in August, with the reopening of the Norseman Historical Museum in 
the old School of Mines building. Celebrations have continued throughout the month, and this weekend will be 
the Gold Fever Festival. A proud and strong group of residents put the weekend together. I will attend the 
festival and look forward to catching up with many current and previous residents. I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish the town of Norseman and its hardworking volunteers the very best of luck for the weekend. 

Sitting suspended from 12.59 to 2.00 pm 
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